Good News Story

Growing Locally

On Thursday 29th Clár I.R.D and Growing Locally launched their Business and Marketing strategy.  Present at the night was John O’Mahony T.D. who launched the plan, Cllr. Tom Connolly, Clár I.R.D.’s Board of Directors and representatives of Growing Locally and G.I.Y. Claremorrris.
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Cllr Tom Connolly, Alma Gallagher Manager, John O'Mahony T.D. and Breege Duggan R.S.S.

Growing Locally is a community owned horticultural project based in Mayfield, Claremorris.  The project was established in June 2010 by the Arthur Guinness Fund as a Social Enterprise and strives to meet social objectives by trading commercially. The Arthur Guinness Fund is committed to identifying social entrepreneurs globally with the skills and resources required to deliver measurable, transformational change to communities around the world.

With the assistance of Leader, administered by South West Mayo Development Company under the national Rural Development Programme, a quality training programme is provided on site.  15 trainees were selected on their interest and passion in horticulture and enterprise development, some of whom are entrepreneurs in their own right, others who are on the live register wishing to establish a horticulture enterprise or change career pathways. Some trainees view participating in the project as an opportunity to give something back to the community. All trainees have embraced challenges of the current economic climate by using Growing Locally to create opportunities to up skill themselves in the areas of horticulture, enterprise development and marketing. 

[image: image2.png]



John O'Mahony, Manager, Board, Staff, Volunteers, Trainers, GIY, Speakers

Training is delivered by the Organic Centre in Rossinver.  Hans and his team Phil, Andy and Ingrid have provided mentoring, advice and guidance to the Growing Locally project ensuring that training is tailored to the needs of the participants.
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Alma Gallagher, Manager explains ‘Growing Locally’ is at a crossroads, moving from training into production with the purchase of a second tunnel and the expansion of grounds available to the project for outdoor production. Growing Locally commenced production of its “box system” in June 2011, seasonal fruits and vegetables are harvested on the Growing Locally site and available to the public for purchase through a box distribution system.  Revenue generated will contribute to creating employment opportunities on site in the future.

I would also like to acknowledge the assistance of the FAS community employment scheme supervised by Sean Conboy and Kevin Cunniffee TUS supervisor for their assistance in the delivery of Growing Locally.

This evening is an important milestone as we launch our business and marketing strategy. Produced by Mark Tully the Business Plan is a combination of efforts of Tully and Associates and trainees themselves who undertook market research. The evening is also an opportunity to promote the many aspects of Growing Locally as well as to network with our friends in the Claremorris GIY Group. 

The launch highlighted the role of horticulture as a catalyst for economic stimulaties in local communities.  John O’Mahony T.D. acknowledged the role of the Growing Locally Volunteers which was particularly apt as it was Volunteers week and how Growing Locally is a model of what can be achieved by working together.

Tom Waldron an agricultural consultant talked about growing local industries today and the role Clár I.R.D. has is as significant as ever in these economic times.  Mr. Waldron highlighted the role of agriculture and horticulture as an instrument for economic recovery.  

Jeff Ashby a volunteer for Growing Locally acknowledged Rossinver and Clár I.R.D. in providing such a high quality programme.  

The current economic climate poses many challenges to entrepreneurs, those on the live register wishing to return to employment and also for people who have skills in marketing and enterprise development and wish to up-skill.

The growing locally trainees have embraced this challenge by participating in a quality horticultural training programme equipping them with the necessary skills to establish their own enterprises and creating opportunities to utilise their skills on the Growing Locally site.  The evening provided valuable opportunities for Growing Locally and Claremorris G.I.Y to network and exchange ideas on the night.  Micheal Curby summoned up the evening by stating ‘the future of Growing Locally is bright’.

